Historic Snowmobile 
Registration Becomes Law: 2011 Snowmobile Law Updates 

After working for more than a year with the Antique Snowmobile Club of America and the Vintage Snowmobile Club, MSA’s efforts have paid off. PA 371 – the Historic Snowmobile registration became law on Dec. 30, 2010.
It’s been a long strange journey to this point. Just when it looked as though this legislation was going to die in Senate committee, it was pulled out of committee and approved by the Senate unanimously. 
Let me explain what has happened since I last wrote about this legislation in September. The Historic Snowmobile registration bill passed in the State House in Sept. 8, 2010. It then sat on the Senate side in the Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs committee. Dozens of calls were made to state Senators from MSA officers and members of the Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup (SAW) committee made dozens of phone calls to our state Senators regarding the lack of a hearing within this committee. None of our concerns were being heard.
Our lobbyist, Noel LaPorte, was able to work with Senate leadership, and on Nov. 30, 2010, the bill was discharged from committee without a hearing. On Dec. 2, 2010, it was voted on by Senate and passed 35-0, unanimously. 
The Historic Snowmobile registration was signed by the Governor on Dec. 29, 2010. PA 371 – Historic Snowmobile registration was filed with Secretary of State. The legislation was to be put “immediately into effect.”
Before historical snowmobilers get all excited about this “immediately into effect,” clause let me explained. Shortly after the legislation was approved, MSA received a call from our lobbyist. He explained that in discussing the new legislation with the Secretary of State’s office he was told that they were taken by surprise that this bill had passed. 
Someone on the Senate subcommittee, where the bill had sat since September, had told the Secretary of State’s office that this bill would not pass before the end of this session; thus effectively killing the legislation. The Secretary of State’s office had not made computer program adjustments for this new registration.
Keep in mind we also have a have a new Secretary of State who is in the process of appointing a new staff. Getting a new decal for this historical registration just couldn’t be done that quickly. 
In January, MSA will be working with the two state antique snowmobile clubs to redesign that decal while the Secretary of State’s office is working to reprogram their computer system for the new registration.
We want a nice decal that will look good on these historic sleds, not something that the state rushed to create. With that said, the new Historic Snowmobile registration will go into effect until Oct. 1, 2011. 



Registration of a Historic Snowmobile
Under this legislation, a “Historic Snowmobile” is a vehicle that is more than 25 years old at the time the vehicle’s owner applies for state registration. It must be owned solely as a collector's item and may be used for participation in club activities, rides, exhibitions, tours, parades, occasional use, and similar uses, including mechanical testing.”
For a one-time fee of $50, the owner would be given a Historic Snowmobile registration sticker for placement above or below the headlight. A Historic Snowmobile will be exempt from the Michigan Snowmobile Trail Permit requirements. The Historic Snowmobile Registration will remain valid for as long as the snowmobile is owned by the person who registered it as a Historic Snowmobile.

Historic Registration Funding Splits
Of that $50 registration fee, $3 will go to the Secretary of State for administration. Another $5 will be appropriated to the department for financial assistance to county sheriff departments and local law enforcement agencies for local snowmobile programs. The remaining $42 will be deposited in the Recreational Snowmobile Trail Improvement for the purposes of planning, construction, maintenance, and acquisition of trails and areas for the use of snowmobiles, or access to those trails and areas, and basic snowmobile facilities. One hundred percent of that $42 will go toward snowmobile trails.
All current exemptions from registration and trail permit including those used only on lands owned or under the control of the snowmobile's owner, those used only for certain safety education or training programs, and those used only for certain special events. Failure to register a snowmobile may result in a fine of not more than $50.
